
University Honors Program 

 

Students who demonstrate potential for high levels of achievement and seek a more engaging and challenging 

college experience find multiple opportunities for academic and personal development in the Honors Program at 

the University of Louisville. The Honors Program provides students with the best of both worlds in terms of 

college experience: the intimacy of a small college combined with the vast resources of a national research 

institution. With smaller classes that are more focused on reading, writing, and discussion, students benefit from 

greater academic rigor alongside more personalized support. 

In addition to small classes, the Honors Program affords students the opportunity to challenge themselves 

through research, study abroad, and experiential learning. Whether working side-by-side with faculty on cutting 

edge research projects, exploring international destinations, or serving the local community, Honors students 

have the chance to participate in unparalleled learning opportunities. 

Program Overview 

Small Honors sections in courses provide students the opportunity to participate in personal classes and to 

engage in intensive and challenging study. Honors classes promote discussion, in-depth research and writing 

and close relationships with faculty and peers. Honors students may major in any undergraduate program in the 

university and are required to take at least one Honors course per year as well as maintain a 3.35 GPA. Eligible 

students are advised by the University Honors Program staff and are encouraged to participate in the University 

Honors Scholars Program, which requires a minimum of 24 hours Honors credit and a 3.5 GPA. 

Honors Scholar Seminars are interdisciplinary courses open to sophomores, juniors and seniors. These seminars 

focus on topics of immediate interest to students. Some recent courses include "Urban Water," "Tocqueville & 

the Shaping of American Politics," "Women’s Memoirs & Self Portraits," "Devotion and Demons: Medieval 

Popular Religion," "What it Takes to be a CEO" and "New York City Modernism: Literature and Culture." 

Additionally, the Overseers International Seminars combine semester-long, in-depth study with substantially 

subsidized travel to locations outside the United States. These seminars have traced the footsteps of Charles 

Darwin in the Galapagos Islands, Ancient ruins of Greece and J.R.R. Tolkien's fantasy in New Zealand. 

Seminar topics change every semester. Specific descriptions are posted online each semester with qualified 

students invited to participate. 

All Honors coursework is noted on a student's University of Louisville transcript, and students who complete 

the minimum requirements for the University Honors Program will have that designation noted on their 

transcript. After graduation and a final review of a student's academic record, the Honors Program will mark 

this designation at the end of a transcript with the notation:  "Honors Program, Milestone Status: Completed." 



Students who earn the distinction of University Honors Scholar also graduate with the Honors Program 

designation. 

Outside of the Honors Program, students may also complete honors status on the department and college level, 

based on grade point average and other factors determined by each academic unit. The requirements for earning 

departmental honors vary by department. The Honors Program works closely with those students who intend to 

graduate summa cum laude from the College of Arts and Sciences, guiding them through the Senior Honors 

Thesis process. 

Throughout their time at the university, active Honors students choose to get involved in many of 

the extracurricular offerings of the University Honors Program such as peer mentoring, community service 

projects, career mentoring with experienced professionals in the local area, attendance at regional and national 

honors conferences and undergraduate research related to senior honors projects. As first years, many Honors 

students choose to live in Kurz Hall, the official Honors residency hall. 

Prospective Students 

The essence of the University Honors Program is embodied in the spirit, intelligence, drive, creativity and 

commitment of its Honors students. The Honors Program is much more than advanced coursework. In Honors, 

we hope you'll form relationships with like-minded students, establish connections with people in your future 

profession, familiarize yourself with other cultures, and have fun! The Honors Program at UofL emphasizes 

building community, making connections, and re-envisioning the classroom experience. We hope you will visit 

campus, ask questions, review the many benefits the Honors Program offers and spend time getting to know our 

students. If you do, we’re confident that you’ll want to join Honors. 

Community 

The Honors Program is a small, tight-knit community of students, staff and faculty. You have the best of both 

worlds—a top-notch liberal arts education coupled with all that an elite metropolitan research university offers. 

Our advisers work closely with students on course selections, mentoring, and links to key faculty, campus 

resources and community leaders. Honors student groups are among the most active on campus and provide a 

great way to hone leadership skills and get involved locally. 

Connections 

Across academic interests, participating in the University Honors Program will help you make connections. 

You’ll have opportunities for mentoring and professional networking and resources to assist you with deeper 

exploration. If you’re interested in connections across campus, between campus and the surrounding 

communities, or across the globe, the Honors Program can facilitate these pathways. 

Classroom 

Each semester you can choose from an array of exciting Honors classes including offerings in general 

education, academic majors and minors, and topical seminars. The class sizes are small, providing deeper 

engagement with course materials, peers and faculty members. Some classes involve travel, work in the city of 

Louisville or research opportunities. Honors interdisciplinary seminars provide unique chances for study in 

specialized areas with award-winning professors. 

 

 

 

http://louisville.edu/honors/Enrichment-opportunities
http://louisville.edu/honors/Enrichment-opportunities/board-of-overseers-mentoring-program.html
http://louisville.edu/honors/Enrichment-opportunities/honors-conferences
http://louisville.edu/honors/Enrichment-opportunities/honors-conferences


Eligibility and Admission 

To be considered for admission to the University Honors Program, entering students must meet the minimum 

eligibility requirements and submit an online application by December 15. Eligible students will be e-mailed 

application information beginning in September. Admission to the University Honors Program is competitive 

and you will be considered for acceptance based on the strengths of your application and academic profile. 

 Among the criteria considered for selection are: 

 Evidence of leadership, service, or research; 

 High school GPA (minimum 3.5; weighted or unweighted); 

 Rigor of high school curriculum, including Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or any 

college-level courses completed; 

 *Standardized test scores (minimum 29 ACT composite or 1350 SAT). 

All applicants will be notified via e-mail regarding selection decisions the week of February 1. Students 

selected for the Honors Program must maintain a minimum 3.35 university GPA and enroll in Honors courses 

each academic year. To apply online, visit louisville.edu/admissions/aid/scholarships. 

If you are a high school senior who plans to attend the University of Louisville, you will receive an invitation e-

mail to apply for the Honors Program if you meet the above eligibility criteria. You must complete the online 

application provided in the invitation no later than December 15, 2017 to be considered for acceptance to the 

University Honors Program. 

*Students who are eligible to apply for UofL’s prestigious scholarship programs (Martin Luther King Scholars, 

McConnell Scholars) are also invited to apply to the University Honors Program. 

Honors Incoming Freshman Profile 

 Average high school GPA: 4.2 

 Average ACT composite score: 31 

 Average Honors class size: 14.7 students 

 Honors freshmen living on-campus: 94% 

 Honors freshmen receiving a scholarship: 99.6% 

 Number of incoming freshmen accepted into Honors in Fall 2017: 485 

Honors Housing 

Kurz Hall is the Honors residence facility on campus. This hall is located in a prominent area of campus, near 

the Student Recreation Center (SRC), the Ville Grill Dining Complex, and a short walk from the University 

Library and many academic buildings. Honors housing provides you with the opportunity to live in an 

environment that supports the academic, social, and personal development of Honors students. Our goal is to 

foster a stronger sense of community within the program, while also encouraging academic success. Honors 

students are not required to live in Kurz Hall but may wish to do so. 

Living/Learning Communities (LLCs) are academic and residential communities dedicated to a specific theme 

that creates purposeful links among academic, residential and social components of the college experience. 

Students have the opportunity to participate in either the Honors General LLC or choose from a variety of 

Nested LLCs. Learn more about our Living/Learning Communities>> 

 

 

 

http://louisville.edu/admissions/aid/scholarships
https://louisville.edu/housing/options/llc/honors-llcs


Scheduling a Visit 

Academically talented students are encouraged to set up a shadow visit. During this visit, you can: 

 Shadow a current Honors student to class, tour campus, and have a complimentary lunch; 

 Meet with a representative from the University Honors Program; 

 Meet with a faculty member from your area of academic interest; 

 Meet with an admissions counselor to review scholarship programs. 

To schedule a shadow visit, please visit louisville.edu/admissions/visit/shadow. At least two weeks notice is 

required to schedule a shadow visit. 

Contact Information 

Dr. Joy Hart 

Executive Director 

joy.hart@louisville.edu 

 

Dr. Patricia Condon 

Associate Director 

Director of National & International 

Scholarship Opportunities 

patricia.condon@louisville.edu 

  

Luke Buckman 

Assistant Director for Student 

Programming & Development 

luke.buckman@louisville.edu 

  

Kirsten Armstrong 

Assistant Director of Advising 

kirsten.armstrong@louisville.edu 

 

Andrew Grubb 

Academic Coordinator, Sr.  

andrew.grubb@louisville.edu 

 

Sarah Springer 

Academic Counselor Sr 

s.springer@louisville.edu 

 

Katherine Rucker 

Academic Counselor 

katherine.rucker@louisville.edu 

  

Sarah Exner 

Academic Counselor 

sarah.exner@louisville.edu 

  

Olivia Sailor 

Academic Advisor 

olivia.sailor@louisville.edu 

 

Pam Drake 

Program Coordinator, Sr. 

Unit Business Manager 

pamels.drake@louisville.edu 

  

Alex O'Keefe 

Program Assistant, Sr. 

a.okeefe@louisville.edu 

 

 

 

 

http://louisville.edu/admissions/visit/shadow

